To Whom It May Concern:

There is a great injustice within the Criminal Justice department at San Francisco State University. Two outstanding faculty members, Ken Walsh and Alex Gerould, are at risk of being cut from the Criminal Justice Department, effectively destroying a resource for 558 majors and minors. Not only do these two professors serve as essential lecturers for our students, but they are also the only two advisors for the entire major. If they were cut from the program, the effects would be devastating. 

Currently these, two teachers comprise 40% of the classes offered for the major, totaling over 225 students. Ken Walsh current teaches the introductory course to Criminal Justice as well as the culminating experience while Alex Gerould teaches key core classes such as “Ethics in Criminal Justice” and “Legal Writing and Research.” Due to the budget cuts, over 30 students are trying to add these classes alone. By removing both professors, students entering into the Criminal Justice major couldn’t take any introductory or core classes because the lecturers that teach them wouldn’t exist. And for students looking to graduate, it would be impossible because the culminating experience taught by Professor Walsh would no longer be offered. In addition these two professors serve as the advisors to the entire student body in the Criminal Justice major and play a pivotal role in assisting students make their way through difficult times at San Francisco State University to go on to become successful professionals. In order to take a more involved role in our communities our students have to use the recourses of these two faculty members to get internships and job opportunities. To get rid of Ken Walsh and Alex Gerould would mean the students would not only lose their presence as teachers but their knowledge and recourses as advisors. 

The Criminal Justice Department promotes a diverse and multidisciplinary focus to the field with the help of Walsh and Gerould. The roots of this department and the presentation of expert knowledge of the material have fallen on the shoulders of these two men. By taking them from the department, the students will suffer a tremendous loss. The students are aware that the university does not plan to replace them with other teachers instead, the courses that they teach will not be offered. The reality of the situation is grave and students will no longer sit idly by as the threat imposed by the budget crisis hope to cut two of the university’s greatest assets.  

Attached are the signatures – the voices of students in the Criminal Justice Department who depend on these two professors. We beseech higher powers to not cut these irreplaceable professors and advisors. Both Ken Walsh and Alex Gerould are depended upon greatly by the students in order to succeed in our endeavors in criminal justice, both at San Francisco State University, and the for our futures. 
